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risking the general funds of the movement in the fortunes of
co-operative production, the X.A.U.T.E.L. was to be kept
distinct from it, though the two meant tc work together closely
under a common leadership. Thomas Slinssbv Duncornbe,
a Radical M.P.5 who v;as sympathetic to Chartism and to
working-class claims, was persuaded to become President of
both bodies: and the Shefneld craftsmen and Yorkshire miners
put their best efforts into making them a success.
But hardly had the new movement begun to take sharje when
the serious economic recession of 1846-7 set in. Successful
strikes ai once gave place to lock-outs in which the Trade
Unions vainly sought to resist attempts to reduce wages arid
worsen conditions of labour. The National Association for the
Employment of Labour had to be given up, though this was
done by nominally merging it in the twin Association. As the
funds of the X.A.U.T.P.L. became exhausted and levies were
called for in order to replenish them, many societies which had
joined the movement at the outset fell away; and no success
was achieved in bringing in the larger sections which had failed
to join. Nevertheless, the X.A.U.T.P.L. did not disappear,
even when it was subjected to an ordeal akin to the Dorchester
labourers' case which had done so much towards destroying the
Grand Xational in the previous decade.
In 1847 John Drury and two other Sheffield Trade Union
leaders were arrested on a charge of inciting their followers to
destroy machinery. The only evidence against ihern came
from two informers, both with criminal records behind them;
but the prisoners w*ere convicted and sentenced to ten years3
transportation. The Xational Association, already hard
pressed for money, had to devote its energies to the defence of
its leaders; and, on appeal, the convictions were quashed on
a technical point. But this was not the end. Drury and his
associates were promptly re-arrested on a second charge, and
again threatened with conviction. A second time the Associa-
tion took up the case, and after a year's agitation, finally
\secured their release. But the struggle, and ihe temporary
incapacitation of some of its principal leaders, had weakened
it almost to exhaustion.
It is interesting to find that in the course of this double